
Richard Brouse Degree Lodge - March 23, 2025  

Present: Mason Wolf, Stacy Thomason, Debbie Wolf, Debra LaVergne, Larry Guenther, 
Dave Reed, Katrina Hazen, Andrew Crockett, Jane Beckman, Jay Thomason, Tom 
Blackburn, Michael Steineke, Alison Holeman, Paul Dickinson Goodman, Sara Bruce, 
Robert Seibel, Tom Blackburn. 

Degree Lodge was opened at 8:00pm by Degree Master Mason Wolf. Jay Thomason 
was appointed as Chaplain pro-tem.  

The minutes of February 23 were approved as corrected.  

Sick and in Distress 

Alison Holeman had a total knee replacement. She currently has 5 good hours per day.  

Don Lang passed away on February 26. His celebration of life is on March 29 at 4pm.  

Jack Cain’s mother-in-law passed away. He had to be somewhere about that this 
evening.  

New Business 

It was moved by Jane Beckman and seconded by Larry Guenther to pay for a hotel 
room for Toby Hansen, who will be the lead musician for the Odd Ball. The motion 
carried.  

Dave Reed asked about the schedule for the weekend. Mason Wolf answered that the 
degree lodge will meet at 5pm. This degree lodge meeting elects the officers for the 
next term. The Odd Ball will run from 7:30pm to 10pm. Stacy Thomason asked if the 
lodge hall has a sound system. If we have more than 40 people signed up for the 
dance, we need a larger space, which will be the Masonic Hall. We might need to get 
insurance for using their hall, but that will not be needed if it is a joint event. It was 
moved by Andrew Crockett and seconded by Larry Guenther to authorize negotiating 
with the Yreka Masons to exchange use of their hall for the Odd Ball for an additional 
use of the Pythian Cave for their degree work. The motion carried.  

Michael Steineke reported that Grand Lodge has paid the final invoice for the work done 
to date. The estimate is $20,000 to replace the remainder of the deck planks and minor 
repairs of bleachers.  

The donor plaques are fading. A long term solution will be brass plates. Larry Guenther 
has access to a stamping machine at work. Larry Guenther was added to the 
fundraising committee specially to deal with improved donor plates.  

Andrew Crockett presented information on tax deductions. Publication 526 from the IRS 
covers charitable contributions. He highlighted the parts that apply to expenses 
supporting Degree Lodge FEIN: 33-1646093. Deductible expenses include:  

1)​ Dues to a 501c(3) are deductible,  



2)​ Out of pocket expenses necessary for providing services that are not reimbursed.  
3)​ Automobile expenses can be deducted at 14.cents per mile.  
4)​ Meals can be deducted in full as part of the event weekend. 

Things that cannot be deducted include:  

1)​ Donation to a specific individual. 
2)​ Value of your time. 
3)​ Meals while within reach of your home.  

The final part of highlighting was about documentation. You keep these records for your 
own audit defense.  

Treasurer Debbie Wolf showed the 990 form that she has submitted.  

Larry Guenther reported on his progress with putting together an initiatory degree team 
out of Davis. Stacy Thomason reported on progress in putting together the First Degree 
team out of Oregon lodges. Mason Wolf reported on the Second Degree team. He has 
tentatively assigned all the roles. Katrina Hazen reported no success on the Third 
Degree team so far.  

Debbie Wolf as chair of Ambassadorial team/Fundraising committee presented the 
information she is working on to present at Grand Lodge sessions. Dave Reed 
suggested running the information as a slide show during breaks of the Grand Lodge. 
Tom Blackburn suggested including some video of the dancing.   

Mason Wolf still needs to get the registration page online. He wants text to describe the 
Odd Con. He is thinking of a $55 ticket to cover all three meals and the porta-potty, and 
a $25 ticket for the dance.  

Andrew Crockett suggested thinking ahead to having a major fundraiser next year at 
sessions. For example, a $200 dinner could be an itemizable deduction.  

Michael Steineke wants help with moving things to and from the cave. Jay Thomason 
volunteered to join the Logistics Team.  

Larry Guenther is putting together a turn of century Patriarchs Militant uniform.  

Andrew Crockett has an 1887 ritual. Page 48 has the Degree Lodge.  

Dave Reed thanked everyone for participating in this degree lodge.  

Mason Wolf announced about the April 15 District Party.  

The Degree Lodge closed at 9:30pm.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Debra LaVergne 

                                                                                                                                                                  


