
Richard Brouse Degree Lodge

September 13, 2024

Present: 

Degree Master Mason Wolf
Deputy Degree Master Stacy Thomason
Warden Jane Beckman
Inside Guardian Carol Wahrer
Rodney Metoyer
LSDM Tom Blackburn 
Chaplain Ron Myers 
RSDDM Jay Thomason
Treasurer Debbie Wolf
Michael Steineke by Zoom
Debra LaVergne by Zoom
Rodney Metoyer signed the members register. Ron Myers was admitted to membership. 

Lisa Harrigan and Andrew Crockett are working on incorporation. 

Bylaws amendments read: 

1) Second reading on amendment to add article VI – Nominations and Elections
2) First reading of amendment to alter the bylaws to fit better with articles of incorporation.  

The trustees determined among themselves to have the following term expirations: 

1) Mason Wolf '25
2) Stacy Thomason '26
3) Michael Steineke '27

Jay Thomason modeled a t-shirt that he and Stacy brought for sale at $30. It was moved by Stacy 
Thomason and seconded by Ron Myers to sell the shirts at $30 of which $10 goes to the degree lodge 
and $20 pays for the shirt. 

Reports on plans for the cave weekend. Number of people signed up for lunch and dinner. Instead of a 
bus, there are drivers. 

Recess declared. Reconvene Saturday at 11am for the Initiatory degree. 

Sunday, September 15, 2024 

Meeting called back to order at 11:04am. 

Additional Attendees

Dave Reed, Robert Seibel, Mary Jane Shablin, Alison Holeman, Katrina Hazen were also there at the 
Sunday meeting.

Bills: 



Catering $2150.00
Covering lunches, dinners and brunches
$1600 was received for meals. 
Remaining $550 for degree team member meals to be paid by the degree lodge

Porta Potty rental $  201.+

It was moved by Tom Blackburn and seconded by Rodney Metoyer to pay the caterer. Carried. 

It was moved by Michael Steineke and seconded by Jane Beckman to pay for the Porta Potty rental. 
Carried. 

New Business

Brother Andrew Crockett visited Sierra Park, which still has all props upstairs in what was the lodge hall 
there. 

It was moved by Andrew Crockett and seconded by Rodney Metoyer to request all props from Sierra 
Park. Under discussion, the question of where to store them was raised. Jane Beckman suggested a 
committee to inventory the props, but Sierra Park would not want us to inventory there. We need an 
inventory weekend at Yreka. It was moved by Debra LaVergne and seconded by Andrew Crockett to table 
the motion until investigation is complete. The motion to table carried. 

Andrew Crockett suggested an Odd-Con. The Masonic Lodge would probably be willing to rent their hall 
as an additional venue. 

Lessons Learned

1) Make sure all private vehicles going to the cave have a confirmed sign-up ahead of time and all 
leave together as part of a single caravan. Driving up the mountain was challenging. Vehicles 
without rear wheel drive or all wheel drive sometimes struggled to get through the part just past 
the gate. Michael Steineke plans to work on the road during the winter. 

2) The lodge hall needs a sign on the door to remind people to silence cell phones. 
3) We need a policy about illness. Bex Clark will draft a policy statement. We need to have Covid 

test kits on hand. 
4) We needed more rehearsal of the degrees. 
5) We need a checklist of props, especially for the degree at the Cave. We probably want a 

Wardrobe/Props master for each degree. We want multiple people cycling through this job, so 
that more people know what is needed. 

6) We need lights along the road to help people walking, especially down after the degree. 
7) We could provide walking sticks to help people. 
8) Cleanliness in the cave is a health concern. 
9) The placards that prompt the audience need to be on card stock, not just paper. Rodney 

Metoyer and Debra LaVergne will work on these. She will send him all the placards needed. He 
will print them bigger, and laminate them. 

Successes

1) The audio and video worked. 
2) The shirts from Gold Hill sold well, raising $240 for us and $480 for Gold Hill. 



Appreciations 

1) Neighbor Laura Maddy of the Rocking Maddy Ranch has a key to the gate and was very helpful 
about unlocking it to let the Porta Potty be delivered. Secretary Debra will send a Thank you 
note. 

2) Annie Cronin produced Initiatory Scripts for the Richard Brouse Degree Lodge, so we won’t have 
to borrow from Cupertino #70 next time. 

The Articles of Incorporation will be distributed tomorrow for vote on September 22. 

Financial Report

Date 
received Date deposit Payment from Category Amount 

Note CATEGORY 
TOTALS

CASH 
TOTAL

9/15/2024 Cash Donation $ 100.00 Brother Joe Ouellette

CASH DONATION TOTAL $100.00 100

9/13/2024 Rodney Metoyer Dues $ 100.00 10 year

9/13/2024 Debbie Shuler Dues $ 10.00 1 yr

8/27/2024 9/13/2024 Elizabeth Pidgeon Dues $ 10.00 1yr

9/13/2024 Ron Myres Dues $ 12.50 1 yr +$2.50 credit

DUES TOTAL $232.50

9/13/2024 via Paypal

Event 
Tickets 
(Sept 
Weekend)

$ 
1,003.00 

All event ticket income 
for September weekend 
received in Paypal 
during Aug and Sept. 
Amount reflects net 
amounts after PayPal 
fees

9/10/2024 Apollo Lodge #123

Event 
Tickets 
(Sept 
Weekend) $ 140.00 

Dinner for Apollo 
Members (still owe $35)

9/13/2024 Barnes 
Encampment

Event 
Tickets 
(Sept 

$ 150.00 Encampment member 
funds 



Weekend)

Redding #271

Event 
Tickets 
(Sept 
Weekend) $ 200.00 

Expected/received $200 
by check - ($175 + $25 
donation) 

9/14/2024 Cash

Event 
Tickets 
(Sept 
Weekend) $ 110.00 

Last minute meal sales

110

Food/Event 
Ticket total

FOOD/EVENT TICKET 
TOTAL: $1,603.00

9/13/2024 Rodney Metoyer
Pins 
Fundraiser $ 15.00 

9/14/2024 Cash
Pins 
Fundraiser $ 55.00 

Sold at Yreka
55

PINS FUNDRAISER 
TOTAL $70.00

9/14/2024 Cash
T-Shirt 
Fundraiser $ 660.00 

T-shirts ($30 per shirt, 
$10 for Richard Brouse, 
$20 for Gold Hill) x22

9/15/2024 Cash
T-Shirt 
Fundraiser $ 120.00 

T-shirts ($30 per shirt, 
$10 for Richard Brouse, 
$20 for Gold Hill) x4

T-Shirt FUNDRAISER 
TOTAL $780.00 260

CASH FROM YREKA NET (55 pins + 
260 shirts + 
100 
donation + 
110 food) $525

INCOME TOTAL $2,785.50



Date read Date 
payment 
sent

Payment 
to

Category Amount Note Check/Payment #

Emerald 
Bay 
Lodge $ 2,150.00 

Catering and 
donation (80 * 
12.50) + (46 * 25) check #4

facility $ 201.00 

Port-a-Potty - invoice 
pending via Mason 
Wolf

Cash paid to 
Mason Wolf 
9/15/2024

$ 520.00 

Gold Hill joint T-Shirt 
Fundraiser portion 
(20/ of every $30 T-
Shirt)

Cash paid to Stacy 
Thomason 
9/15/2024

(Net cash deposited 
via bank transfer $525 
- 201 = 324) $324 
deposit on 9/16/2024

Balance after 
expenses: $997.34

 Respectfully submitted,

Debra Brouse LaVergne




